
'Statement of Faith 
 
 

• We identify ourselves as 'Christians only' while recognizing we are not the only 

Christians. Our desire is to follow the Great Commandment - to love God and love each 

other (Matthew 22:34-40), and to engage in the Great Commission - to share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ with those around us (Matthew 28:18-20). 

• We use the New Testament model of church leadership- not an outside denominational 

office, man-made leadership hierarchy or headquarters (diocese, synod, charge, etc.). 

• We believe every Christian is on a journey that continues throughout their physical lives 

to find the fullness and freedom of life that we each desire that can only be found through 

God. We continuously desire to be more like Christ, and more in tune with God's will for 

our lives so that in our actions, words and deeds the world sees God through us. We 

believe that the Holy Bible - the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the 

New Testament - is the only book that is essential to understanding and living a Christian 

life. 

 

We believe there are foundational understandings an individual must have to allow them to 
engage in this journey and to guide them as they continue on it. They are listed below. 

 
The Bible 

We believe that God inspired both the Bible's composition and content -what was written and 

included in the Bible is what God wanted written and included. The Bible was given to show 

us who God is, where we came from and why we are here, what our relationship to God and 

to the world is meant to look like, and where we go when our physical life ends. We believe 

that the Bible is accurate and reliable, can be read by anyone, and is the  final authority for all 

matters of faith and Christian living (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:19-21). 

 
God 

We believe that there is one God, the Creator of the universe including the Earth and all its 

creatures. He continues to exercise His supreme power to sustain His creation. Throughout 

history He has expressed His desire to be our God and to have a personal, eternal relationship 

with us. We believe that God loves us and wants what is best for us and that He eternally exists 



in three distinct personalities: God the Father, God the Son - Jesus Christ and God the Holy 

Spirit (Matthew 28:19; John 1:1,14; John 14:26; 1 Peter 1:2). 

 

Jesus 
We believe that Jesus is 'God the Son' one of the three distinct personalities of God. At God's                  

appointed time, Jesus entered the realm of humanity being born of a virgin both fully human                

and fully divine. He lived a selfless life, voluntarily died on the cross for our sins, was                 

physically raised from the dead and ascended into heaven. Jesus is the only means through               

which our sins can be forgiven enabling us to be declared acceptable to God and allowing us to                  

experience the fullness of life here on earth that only God can provide. One day Jesus will                 

return to earth and initiate the culmination of human history. (John 1:1-18 and 4:16; Acts               

2:22-41 and 4:12; Philippians 2:1-11) 

 
The Holy Spirit 

We believe the Holy Spirit lives within every Christian and provides power to overcome sin, 
insight into Scripture, and personal direction in life. Through the Holy Spirit's presence and 

power all Christians are able to become more and more Christ-like in their actions, words and 

deeds as they continue on their Christian journey. Through the Holy Spirit every person in the 

body of Christ - His Church- is also given certain talents and abilities to use for the purpose of 

building up God's kingdom (Luke 11:13; John 16:13; Acts 1:8; Romans 8:11). 

 
Salvation 

We believe that a human being's central purpose for existence is to love and glorify God by 

both allowing His will to be done through them, and by loving others as they love 

themselves, thereby experiencing the fullness of God's love for them. Originally created for 

that purpose, humans defied God, choosing to go their own independent way - to sin, and 

were thus alienated from God. This "Fall" took place at the beginning of human history. 

(Matthew 6:10 and 22:34-40; Ephesians 2:10; Genesis 1-3). 

Since then, all human beings have a nature that leads them to sin and thus, to be separated 

from God. Each of us reaches an age when we are able to recognize both right from wrong 

and, if we desire to restore our relationship with God, our need for His forgiveness and mercy. 

Restoring that relationship, and thereby finding the fullness of life God so much desires each 



of us to have involves a journey of faith in, trust of and obedience to God's will and Word on 

our part. We can do nothing on our own to make this relationship right - we must rely upon 

the grace of God. (Romans 3:23, Ephesians 2:1-9) 

 
God's grace is given to us through the blood of Jesus Christ. Thus, our journey to be 

reunited with God now and forever begins when we believe that Jesus is God's Son, Lord of 

our life. This journey of grace continues when we show a willingness to publicly proclaim 

Christ as our Lord and Savior - to confess; to acknowledge and turn from our sin - to repent; 

and to be immersed in water - to be baptized (see section below). Our Christian journey 

continues the rest of our earthly life as we strive to live our life more and more in 

accordance with God's will, never becoming perfect but using the model of perfection 

demonstrated by Christ's life as our goal. As we continue on this journey, we do not 

continue to do good works to be saved, but, rather, do them because we are saved (John 

3:16; Acts 2:38; Romans 10:9; 1 John 1:9, James 2). 

 

 Baptism 
We believe that the book of Acts in the New Testament makes it clear that baptism is part of the 

Christian salvation and the beginning of the Christian journey that is taken by an individual 

after they have personally acknowledged Jesus Christ as the Son of God and their Lord and 

Savior. We also believe that examination of the definition of the word 'baptize' and the practice 

of baptism by the early Christians makes it clear that the mode of baptism is immersion. Thus, 

when someone is baptized, their body is submerged in water (Acts 2:38, 2:41, 8:12, 10:47-48). 

 
Human Destiny 

All men sin by choosing to act independent from God and the way He has shown us to live 
through the Bible. Satan encourages this and works to convince us that living a life differently 

than God tells us to brings freedom and fulfillment. Doing so, however, does not leave us 

fulfilled and puts us in bondage. Unless we come to recognize this deception and re-establish 

a relationship with God, we will experience condemnation under God's judgment and spend 

eternity separated from God in hell. There is nothing we can do on our own to reestablish our 

relationship with God. Christ re establishes that relationship for us. Those who accept Jesus as 

their Lord and Savior become part of His Church while here on earth and will spend eternity 



with God in heaven. 

 
The Church 

The Church is therefore not a building but a living body comprised of many parts with Jesus 
as the head. To remain healthy, the body's members must work together. Each part 

contributes to the growth and maturity of the body. It represents Jesus Christ to a needy world 

by living out the Great Commission and Great Commandment in action, word and deed 

through humility and service to all.  God works through the church to reconcile the world to 

Himself through Jesus Christ. For this reason it is important for followers of Christ to 

regularly gather together in order to be equipped, built up, and encouraged through teaching, 

fellowship, prayer, and communion. This enables believers to serve one another and those 

who do not yet know, or who have not yet accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior within 

their sphere of influence. 

 

Marriage and Human Sexuality 
We are committed to the home and family as set forth in Holy Scripture. We believe God has 

ordained and created marriage to exist between one man and  one woman, with absolute 

marital fidelity. The Bible sets forth specific home and family values, which include the 

distinct roles of husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, and children. It is our firm 

conviction that we uphold the dignity of each individual as we embrace the unchanging and 

longstanding principles of scriptural truth. 

 
Based on Holy Scripture, we believe: 

 
• Sexual Redemption means that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of               
God and should seek redemption through confession, repentance, baptism, and faith in            
Jesus Christ. Consequently, we must welcome and treat with respect, compassion, and            
sensitivity all who confess sexually immoral acts or experience same-sex attractions but            
are committed to resisting sexual temptation, refraining from sexual immorality.  

 
•       Marriage is defined as the permanent, exclusive, comprehensive, and conjugal 
"one flesh" union of one man and one woman, intrinsically ordered to procreation and 
biological family, and in furtherance of the moral, spiritual, and public good of binding 



father, mother, and child.  
 
•      Sexual Immorality includes sexual acts outside marriage which are prohibited as  
sinful. Consequently, all must resist and refrain from any and all sexual acts outside 

marriage, including but not limited to adultery, fornication, incest, zoophilia, 

pornography, prostitution, masturbation, voyeurism, pedophilia, exhibitionism, 

sodomy, polygamy, polyamory, sologamy, or same-sex sexual acts.  

 

• Sexual Identity- God created mankind in His image: male (man) and female (woman), 
sexually different but with equal personal dignity. Consequently, We must affirm their 
biological sex and refrain from any and all attempts to physically change, alter, or disagree 
with their predominant biological sex - including but not limited to elective sex 
reassignment, transvestite, transgender, or non-binary "genderqueer" acts or conduct. 

  
• Sexual Orientation- God created and ordered human sexuality to the permanent, 
exclusive, comprehensive, and conjugal "one flesh" union of man and woman, 
intrinsically ordered to procreation and biological family, and in furtherance of the 
moral, spiritual, and public good of binding father, mother, and child, and we must 
affirm the sexual complementarity of man and woman and resist any and all same-sex 
sexual attractions and refrain from any and all same-sex sexual acts or conduct, which 
are intrinsically disordered.  

 
• Celibacy- Holy Scripture grants two life-enhancing options for human sexual 
behavior: (1) the conjugal "one flesh" marital union of one man and one woman, and (2) 
celibacy. Either is a gift from God, given as He wills for His glory and the good of those 
who receive and rejoice in His gift to them. Celibacy and faithful singleness is to be 
celebrated and affirmed.  
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